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SUBJECT: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT ON NICARAGUA: 

GON REACTION 

SUMMARY: GON OFFICIAL COMMENT ON AI REPORT ON NICARAGUA 
ATTACKS POLITICAL MOTIVES OF AI AND AI INFORMANTS, ATTEMPTS 
TO DISCREDIT CATHOLIC CHURCH AS OBJECTIVE SOURCE, AND DENIES 
EXISTENCE OF CONCENTRATION CAMPS, REPORTED TORTURE, AND 
EXISTENCE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS. EMBASSY WILL COMMENT ON 
AI REPORT WHEN IT IS RECEIVED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON AUGUST 16 INFORMATION AND PRESS SECRETARY BERMUDEZ 
ISSUED COMMUNIQUE ATTACKING AI REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
NICARAGUA AS AN APOLOGY FOR TERRORISM. COMMUNIQUE STATES AI 
SOURCES ARE POLITICAL AND IDEOLOGICAL OPPONENTS OF GON AND 
REPORT IS INCONSISTENT, CONTRADICTORY, AND FULL OF FALSEHOOD. 
SOURCES IDENTIFIED FOR ATTACK ARE FATHER FERNANDO CARDENAL, 
DR. PEDRO JOAQUIN CHAMORRO AND LA PRENSA. 
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2. ATTEMPT TO DISCREDIT CHURCH IS MADE BY CITING 
DIVISION WITHIN CHURCH ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE AND QUOTING 
(PROBABLY VICE RECTOR OF CENTRAL AMERICAN UNIV. JESUIT PRIEST CARLOS 
AN UNNAMED PRIEST/TO THE EFFECT THAT HE "OBSERVES WITH CABALLERO) 
SORROW THE COMPORTMENT AND ACTIVITIES OF CERTAIN 
NICARAGUAN AND FOREIGN PRIESTS WHO HAVE BEEN TAKEN IN BY 
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THE POLITICS OF PARTIES AND GROUPS. ..THESE STATMENTS 
DON'T ALWAYS ADHERE TO HONESTY AND TRUTH BUT ALWAYS HAVE 
TENDED TOWARD EXAGGERATION, LIES, RUMORS, AND FALSE 
INTERPRETATIONS." THE COMMUNIQUE FURTHER STATES A CAPUCHIN 
SPOKESMAN HAS ALSO DEPLORED FALSIFIED REPORTS IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS IN 
THIS COUNTRY. 

3. THE ATTACK ON AI REFERS TO IT AS A PART OF A SYSTEM- 
ATIC CAMPAIGN BY VESTED INTERESTS TO TARNISH THE DEMOCRATIC 
IMAGE OF THE GON. GENERAL LAUGERUD IS QUOTED AS HAVING 
PUBLICLY SAID DURING A PRESIDENTIAL VISIT TO NICARAGUA 

ON MAY 18, 1976 THAT "IF YOU ARE CURIOUS ENOUGH TO READ A 
FEW OF THE DOCUMENTS WHICH AI PRESENTS, YOU WILL SEE THAT 
THEY NEVER ASK BY WHOM OR HOW A POLICEMAN WAS ASSASSINATED, 

BY WHOM OR HOW AN ARMY MEMBER WAS ASSASSINATED. THEY 
NEVER ASK BY WHOM, WHEN, OR WHY PERSONS OF DEMOCRATIC 
TENDANCIES ARE ASSASSINATED. THEY ONLY ARE CONCERNED ABOUT 
THE COMMUNISTS. THIS MEANS AI IS ONLY A FRONT FOR THE 
COMMUNISTS OF AL COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD". 

4. LASTLY, THE COMMUNIQUE COMPLETELY DENIES THE EXISTENCE 
OF CONCENTRATION CAMPS, AND TORTURES AS AI REPORTED. IT 
SAYS REPORTS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS ARE FALSE INASMUCH AS 
ALL SENTENCED PERSONS HAVE BEEN ACCORDED DEFENSE COUNSEL 
AND OPEN PROCEEDINGS AND HAVE BEEN GUILTY OF TERRORISM, 
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ASSASSINATION, HOLDUPS AND THEFT. 

5. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. EMB COMMENT: WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE 
LIMITED DENIAL, THE COMMUNIQUE IS NOT A REBUTTAL BUT RATHER A POLIT- 
ICAL ATTACK ON THE MOTIVES OF AI AND ITS INFORMANTS. NO ATTEMPT 
HAS BEEN MADE TO COUNTER ANY SPECIFIC INFORMATION IN THE 

REPORT REGARDING DEATHS, DISAPPEARANCES OR TORTURE. EMBOFF 
CONTACTED CAPUCHIN FATHER PAT RE REFERENCE IN COMMUNIQUE 
TO CAPUCHINS. HE ACCEPTED HE HAD MADE PRIVATE COMMENTS 
TO THE EFFECT THAT DISTORTIONS RE THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION IN NICARAGUA IN THE FOREIGN PRESS MADE THEIR 
WORK MORE DIFFICULT, BUT DOUBTED ANY OF HIS ORDER HAD 
MADE ANY PUBLIC STATEMENT TO THAT EFFECT. HE ALSO OFFERED 
THE INFORMATION THAT HE HAD JUST RECEIVED A REPORT THAT SIX 
MORE PERSONS ON THE CHPUCHIN'S LIST OF DISAPPEARED PERSONS HAD RE- 
APPEARED BUT HE STILL LACKED DETAILS. EMB WILL COMPARE AI REPORT WITH 
INFORMATION IN ITS FILES AND PAST REPORTING AND WILL COMMENT 
AS SOON AS A COPY OF THE REPORT IS RECEIVED. END LIMITED 
OFFICIAL USE. 

RUBENSTEIN 
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